
           

UNOBIO IN TUNISIA 
 

THE NEW UNION OF THE ORGANIC AGRICULTURE CHAIN    
 

 
 
 
 
In October 2019 the new UNObio Union (National 
Union of Organic Operators) was created in 
Tunisia to bring together farmers, processors and 
distributors of the organic agricultural chain. 
 
The organic sector is gaining considerable 
momentum in Tunisia. During the 1990s the 
Government issued a first Law to regulate organic 
farming and since 1996 the Centre Technique de 
l’Agriculture Biologique CTAB continued to 
perform its role in supporting the development of 
the organic agricultural sector through research 
and training initiatives. On the basis of data from 
the Ministry of Agriculture of Tunisia (2019), the country currently 
exports 60 organic products in 36 countries. In terms of 
agricultural production, the sector covers 378,000 hectares of 
certified organic areas, mainly for olive and date trees production 
(18,600 hectares in 2002). In 2019 the number of operators 
increased up to 7970 (481 in 2002), including 7491 organic 
farmers, 330 organic processors and 149 exporters of organic 
products.  
 
Within the framework of this expanding organic market, UNObio, 
made up of organic operators, in addition to defending the 
interests of its associates, aims to work for the development of 
the sector in Tunisia as follows: 

• contributing to better structuring the organic market, 
particularly in terms of supply and sales circuits; 

• promoting synergy between the different operators of the 
sector: farmers, processors, distributors and exporters; 

• ensuring better promotion of organic products from Tunisia; 

• guaranteeing the respect of the quality and ethical standards 
to be performed by all organic farming operators, to give the 
best possible image of the organic sector in Tunisia. 

  
In more general terms, the new UNObio union aims at a more 
sustainable development: by offering quality products from 
ecological and sustainable agriculture; by limiting the impact of 
food consumption on natural resources (soil, water, biodiversity); 
by contributing to the environment since organic agriculture 
guarantees the capture of CO2 while conventional agriculture is 
responsible for a large amount of greenhouse gas emissions 
  
In this framework of sustainable development, working closely 
with the various public and private institutional partners, 
UNObio's purposes are also to reach a positive impact of organic 
agriculture for small farmers, who represent 80% of all farmers in 
the country. Its strategies envisage expanding the variety of 
products grown using organic methods, diversifying production 
beyond the olive trees and dates, today mostly processed for 
export. At the same time UNObio’s strategy envisages to promote 
the expansion of the organic market in the country, so that 
everyone can benefit of quality food and small farmers can take 
advantage of these new opportunities, improving their income. 

https://www.facebook.com/UNObio-Tunisie-115068719953134/
http://www.ctab.nat.tn/index.php/fr-fr/
http://www.ctab.nat.tn/index.php/fr-fr/
https://biodistretto.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Samia_Maamer_Tunisie_EN.pdf


 
In January 2020 the new UNObio union established a 
collaboration agreement with the Institut National Agronomique 
de Tunisie INAT, a prestigious agronomic university in the 
country, to work together on the development of the organic 
production chain, implementing research initiatives, for example 
for the development of low-cost, healthy, organic fertilizers and 
training initiatives on new technologies for organic farming. 
  
  
To know more 
 
UNObio in Facebook 
 
Article in radiomedtunisie.com 
 
Article in leconomistemaghrebin.com 
 
Article in lapresse.tn 
 
Article in proalimentarius.com 
 
Article in magrebemergent.info/tunisie 
 
Article in news.gnet.tn 
 
Article in fluxafrica.com 
 
Article in reporterre.net 
 
Article in letemps.com 
 
Article in letemps.com 
 
Ministry of Agriculture of Tunisia presentation -2019 
 
Centre Technique de l’Agriculture Biologique CTAB website 
 
INAT website  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.inat.tn/fr/politique-de-qualit%C3%A9-de-linat
http://www.inat.tn/fr/politique-de-qualit%C3%A9-de-linat
https://www.facebook.com/UNObio-Tunisie-115068719953134/?pageid=115068719953134&ftentidentifier=153575576102448&padding=0
https://radiomedtunisie.com/fr/actualites-radiomed/actualites-economie/agriculture-biologique-en-tunisie-un-syndicat-professionnel-est-ne/
https://www.leconomistemaghrebin.com/2019/11/05/syndicat-agriculture-biologique-tunisie/
https://lapresse.tn/45683/partenariat-unobio-inat-agriculture-bio-le-tournant-imminent/
https://proalimentarius.com/article/unobio-nouveau-syndicat-de-la-filiere-bio-en-tunisie
https://maghrebemergent.info/tunisie-l-agriculture-mise-sur-la-carte-bio-en-promouvant-l-huile-d-olive/
https://news.gnet.tn/agriculture-biologique-unobio-nouveau-syndicat-qui-regroupe-les-professionnels-du-secteur/
https://www.fluxafrica.com/post/commerce-top-5-des-pays-africains-exportateurs-de-produits-bio-vers-l-ue-en-2018
https://reporterre.net/En-Tunisie-des-petits-paysans-s-organisent-contre-la-bio-industrielle
http://www.letemps.com.tn/article/102834/faire-de-la-tunisie-une-terre-du-bio
http://www.letemps.com.tn/article/101613/%C2%ABtunisie-la-terre-du-bio%C2%BB
https://biodistretto.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Samia_Maamer_Tunisie_EN.pdf
http://www.ctab.nat.tn/index.php/fr-fr/
http://www.inat.tn/fr

