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This precautionary approach is further detailed in Article 63 of Regulation (EC) No 
889/20083, which lays down that the operator shall draw up and subsequently maintain 
precautionary measures to be taken in order to reduce the risk of contamination by 

unauthorised products or substances and the cleaning measures to be taken in storage 
places and throughout the operator's production chain  

Therefore, the operator has the responsibility to ensure that any critical step does not 
jeopardise the integrity of organic products. This is particularly relevant in case a soil 
contamination that could potentially result in a contamination of final products, hence it 
is the responsibility of the operator to identify and apply the best precautionary measures 
to ensure integrity of the specific organic production. 

Please note that the legal situation on this issue will remain similar with the entry into 
force of the new rules on organic production Regulation (EU) 2018/848.4 

The present opinion is provided on the basis of the facts as set out in your e-mail of 6 
January 2021 and expresses the view of the Commission services and does not commit 
the European Commission. In the event of a dispute involving Union law it is, under the 
Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, ultimately for the European Court of 
Justice to provide a definitive interpretation of the applicable Union law.  

Yours sincerely,  

                                                 
3  Commission Regulation (EC) No 889/2008 of 5 September 2008 laying down detailed rules for the 

implementation of Council Regulation (EC) No 834/2007 on organic production and labelling of 
organic products with regard to organic production, labelling and control (OJ L 250, 18.9.2008, p. 1
84).

4  Please put relevant articles on precautionary measures and legal ref to reg 




