


 

2 

Commission the treatment method mentioned in point (d) above in advance of the trade. 
This communication needs to be received by the National Plant Protection Organisation 
(NPPO) of the country.  

Indeed Brazil has communicated to the European Commission on 30 August 2019 that 
sodium hypochlorite, used as an alternative to orthophenylphenate in Brazil, will be 
replaced by eugenol, a clove (Syzygium aromaticum) essential oil. As mentioned in the 
table of information provided by Brazil on phytosanitary import requirements which is 
on the DG SANTE website, the symbol refers to information communicated to 
European Commission but this does not mean that this has been technically assessed and 
approved at Commission level. The effectiveness of the treatment is to be ensured by the 
competent authority of the exporting country; the absence of interceptions for 
Xanthomonas citri pv. citri and Xanthomonas citri pv. aurantifolii at import in the 
country of destination will be the extra rpoof. Nevertheless, it should be stressed that 
citrus fruits imported to the EU must comply with all other relevant import requirements 
mentioned in Regulation (EU) 2019/2072 as well as with all other relevant EU legislation 
including the emergency measures in place for citrus fruits from Brazil in relation to 
citrus black spot2 and the EU legislation for plant protection products. 

Finally, and in order to avoid further misunderstanding from your side on this issue, I 
would strongly encourage you to get directly in contact with the NPPO of your country 
as they are knowledgeable about EU plant health import requirements. 

The present opinion is provided on the basis of the facts as set out in your e-mail of 12 
November 2019 and expresses the view of the Commission services and does not commit 
the European Commission. In the event of a dispute involving Union law it is, under the 
Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, ultimately for the European Court of 
Justice to provide a definitive interpretation of the applicable Union law.  

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Cc: Freshfel Europe 
 

                                                 
2  https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-

content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32019D0449&qid=1574955617490&from=EN

 




