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Thank you for your email' of 22 July 2020 and the complementary e-mail” of 3 February
2021 on xylitol in organic production.

When used in a food product, xylitol is a food additive and cannot be considered as a
characteristic ingredient: like other polyols, it is used in particular to replace, partially or
totally, sugars or food with sweetening properties (e.g. honey) which are the
characteristic ingredients used in food for the purpose of imparting a sweet taste.

Food additives for use in organic food production have to be authorised in accordance
with Article 19(2)(b) of Regulation (EC) No 834/2007°. Xylitol is not listed in Annex
VIII of Regulation (EC) No 889/2008* and consequently cannot be used as a food
additive in organic food products. The dossier submitted to EGTOP did not include the
exact description of the production method for xylitol and EGTOP report Food VI°
confirms that several production methods for xylitol exist and some of them include
techniques that are not in line with organic production. Following this situation, xylitol is
not included in the draft implementing act authorising certain products and substances for
use in organic production. In accordance with the second paragraph of Article 21(2) of
Regulation (EC) 834/2007, and, as from 1 January 2022, with Article 24(7) of Regulation
(EU) No 2018/848°, where a Member State considers that xylitol should be authorised as
a food additive, it shall ensure that a full dossier is officially sent to the Commission.

Xylitol when obtained from agricultural products falls under the scope of the current and
future EU organics regulations®*®. A product containing 100 % of xylitol and produced
in accordance with EU organic regulation could be certified organic and sold as organic
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processed food to the final consumer. However, as explained in the above paragraph,
such product cannot be used as an additive in the production of organic food products.

The present opinion is provided on the basis of the facts as set out in yours e-mail of 22
July 2020 and of 3 February 2021 and expresses the view of the Commission services
and does not commit the European Commission. In the event of a dispute involving
Union law it is, under the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, ultimately
for the European Court of Justice to provide a definitive interpretation of the applicable
Union law.

Yours sincerely,
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