


 

2 

use of terms referring to organic production, it should be made clear that where such 
products or substances are authorised for use in organic production in accordance with 
this Regulation, they may be labelled accordingly  

Article 31 of Regulation (EU) 2018/848 sets the rules on the possibility of the labelling 
of certain products and substances used in organic crop production. It states the 

Notwithstanding the scope of this Regulation as set out in Article 2(1), 
products and substances used in plant protection products or as fertilisers, soil 
conditioners or nutrients that have been authorised in accordance with Articles 9 and 24 
may bear a reference indicating that those products or substances have been authorised 
for use in organic production in accordance with this Regulation.  

Hence, as regards your first question, only the products and substances used in plant 
protection products or as fertilisers, soil conditioners or nutrients that have been 
authorised in accordance with Articles 9 and 24 may bear a reference indicating that 
those products or substances have been authorised for use in organic production. 
Concretely, for example for a plant protection product, it may bear the reference that it 
has been authorised for organic production provided it complies with the relevant 
provisions of Regulation (EU) 2021/11653, in particular those of Article 1, and the active 
substance it contains is listed in Annex I to that same Regulation. For a fertiliser, soil 
conditioner or nutrient, the product and substance may bear the reference that it has been 
authorised for organic production provided it complies with the relevant provisions of 
Regulation (EU) 2021/11654, in particular those of Article 2, and it is listed in Annex II 
to that same Regulation. 

Concerning your second question, in accordance with Article 24(8) of Regulation (EU) 
2018/848, the Commission is responsible for adopting implementing acts setting the 
authorisation, or withdrawal of the authorisation, of products and substances used as 
active substances to be used in plant protection products or as fertilisers, soil conditioners 
and nutrients. The latest lists of authorized products and substances are laid down in the 
implementing Regulation mentioned above (Regulation (EU) 2021/1165). 

Finally, I would like to recall that, in the EU, it is the responsibility of control authorities 
or control bodies designated by the competent authorities to perform organic controls to 
verify that organic products comply in particular with the rules on production and 
labelling laid down in Chapters III and IV of Regulation (EU) 2018/848 and, hence, to 
ensure that, when products and substances labelled as being authorised for use in organic 
production are used by organic operators, they comply with the provisions of Article 31 
of Regulation (EU) 2018/848. 

In third countries, please note that the situation differs depending on the different import 
regimes applying to organic products as referred to in Article 45(1), point (b), of 
Regulation (EU) 2018/848 and also on the transitional period set in Article 57 of the 
same Regulation.  

In those third countries where control authorities and control bodies have been 
recognized by the Commission in accordance with Article 46 of Regulation (EU) 
2018/848, it is the responsibility of the recognized control authorities and control bodies 
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to perform organic controls to ensure that organic products comply in particular with the 
rules on production and labelling laid down in Chapters III and IV of Regulation (EU) 
2018/848 and, hence, to ensure that when products and substances labelled as being 
authorised for use in organic production are used by organic operators, they comply with 
the provisions of Article 31 of Regulation (EU) 2018/848.  

The present opinion is provided on the basis of the facts as set out in your email of 9 
November 2021 and expresses the view of the Commission services and does not commit 
the European Commission. In the event of a dispute involving Union law it is, under the 
Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, ultimately for the European Court of 
Justice to provide a definitive interpretation of the applicable Union law. 

Yours faithfully, 

  




