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Abstract 

Organic aquaculture is still in its infancy, as the European regulation has been promulgated in 

2007, and amended in 2009. Some specific aspects of Reg. (EC) 834/2007 are still under revision. 

Even if EU organic aquaculture experienced an increase in the last years, its economic 

performances are still far from being satisfactory and the consumer is disoriented because of the 

lack of clear information about farmed organic fish. European organic production in 2015 

amounted to 50,441 tonnes (3.9% of total production), and the main species produced were 

salmon, mussel, carp, trout, seabass and seabream. Italian organic production data are updated to 

2016 (data collected within the BioBreed-H2O project, financed by the Italian Ministry of 

Agriculture and Forestry). The number of organically certified farms decreased from 40 (2015) to 

29. The total organic production in 2016 increased respect to 2015 from 4,540 t to 6,920 t, even if 

must be considered that, in 2015, data from eight mussel farms were not provided. Mussel farms 

(11) and coastal lagoons (10) were the most abundant, then trout farms (3), clam farms (2) and 

seabream and seabass off-shore cages (2). The 79.3% of organic farms were located in the North 

of Italy. The top ten species produced were mussel (Mytilus galloprovincialis, 5,898 t), rainbow 

trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss, 900 t), clam (Ruditapes decussatus, 263 t), gilthead seabream (Sparus 

aurata, 97 t), mullets (several species, 89 t), seabass (Dicentrarchus labrax, 10 t), oyster (Ostrea 



edulis, 4 t), eel (Anguilla anguilla, 3.3 t), big-scale sand smelt (Atherina boyeri, 2.5 t) and prawn 

(Penaeus japonicus, 0.8 t). 
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