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Dear , 

I would like to thank you for your email (1) of 20 May 2025 concerning the use of the 
term “bio” in trademarks for food supplements containing probiotics.  

First of all, please note that you will find information in chapters 1 (question 1) and 4.5 
(question 9) of our online Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ). These can be found on 
our webpage at: Organic rules – frequently asked questions  

As you probably know, we have discussed probiotics extensively in recent meetings of 
Expert Group on Organic Production, and specific replies to some Member States 
questions are available in CIRCA BC.  

In your email, you refer to two types of conventional product: ‘Protectis Baby’ (probiotic 
and vitamin product containing sunflower and rapeseed oils) and ‘Protectis +Vitamin D’ 
(probiotic and vitamin). You conclude that one clearly does not fall within the scope of 
Regulation (EU) 2018/848 on organic production and labelling of organic products (2) 
because it does not contain any agricultural ingredient, while the other contains some 
agricultural ingredients.  

In both cases the trademark BIOGAIA uses the term ‘BIO’ which appears on the label as 
‘BIOGAIA’, but the products are not labelled as organic. Moreover, you indicate that 
both display in their label ‘a disclaimer stating that the prefix “bio” in the trademark 
does not indicate organic production.’  You therefore conclude that in both cases the 
product can be registered as food supplement as there is no obvious risk of misleading 
consumers. 

Article 30(2) of Regulation (EU) 2018/848 is relevant and provides as follows:  

‘2. For the products referred to in Article 2(1), the terms referred to in paragraph 1 of 
this Article shall not be used anywhere in the Union, in any language listed in Annex IV, 

 
(1)  ARES (2025)4082336 
(2)  Regulation (EU) 2018/848 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 May 2018 on organic 

production and labelling of organic products and repealing Council Regulation (EC) No 834/2007  
(OJ L 150, 14.6.2018, p. 1). 






