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Subject: Use of virtual fencing in organic livestock production  

Dear Sir, 

I would like to thank you for your email of 20 April 2026 (1) informing on the interest 
expressed by organic operators in adopting virtual fencing systems for herd management 
and asking for guidance to determine whether the use of virtual fencing systems is 
allowed within organic farming practices, and, if applicable, under what terms. 

I read with interest the scientific publications you provided, which show these systems 
may imply different applications, using GPS enabled collars to create virtual boundaries 
and applying electrical stimulation to teach  animals. 

In particular, the virtual fencing systems described in publications would imply a phase 
of training  for the animals to recognise the virtual boundaries with auditory cues and 
mild electrical pulses.  Moreover, it is concluded that further research is needed to 
optimize these protocols and assess the long-term effects on animal welfare. 

Considering the objectives and principles of the organic Regulation (EU) 2018/848 (2) 
related to animal welfare (3) and specific provisions on animal welfare set under point 
1.7. Part II of its Annex II as follows:  

1.7.2. Husbandry practices, including stocking densities and housing conditions, shall 
ensure that the developmental, physiological and ethological needs of the animals are 
met. 

 
(1) Ares(2026)4105280 

(2) CL2018R0848EN0020010.0001.3bi cp 1..1 (europa.eu) 

(3) See in particular Article 4(e ) and 5(j) 

Article 4.1.b / Privacy

Article 4.1.b / Privacy






